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Decolonization in Asia 

Professor Matthew Bowser (Prof. Bowser) 
HIST 0108, Section 70 (CRN # 23830) and CST 0194, Section 03 (CRN# 24840), Spring 2022 

Location: Lincoln-Filene Ctr, Room 201 
Meeting Time: TuTh 1:30 – 2:45 PM ET 

 
Contact Information 
Office: East Hall 112 
Office Hours: TuTh 12:00 – 1:00 PM ET (physical), or by appointment (virtual) 
Email: Matthew.Bowser@tufts.edu 
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I. Course Description 
For the majority of pre-modern history, Asia was at the center of the world. Situated in key positions 
along the arteries of trade and commerce, the Arab and Persian empires of Southwest Asia, the great 
chakravartin and sultanates of South and Southeast Asia, and the Celestial Dynasty of China 
dominated the realms of geopolitics, global economics, art, architecture, technological and scientific 
innovation, and human social development. However, due to a combination of luck, trans-Atlantic 
imperialism, and the urgent need to compete, Europe experienced the most important 
socioeconomic and technological innovation in history – industrialization – first. As a result, the 
countries of Western Europe came to dominate Asia (and the rest of the world) from the eighteenth 
through the twentieth centuries, first through economic imperialism and then through direct colonial 
control. Modern Europe considered its values, its culture, and its history to be universal, infantilizing 
and ultimately racializing Asians, their societies, their religions, their histories, and their very persons 
as “inferior.” This course will examine Asia’s struggle to break free from Western domination in the 
20th and 21st centuries. In its first half, it will trace the process of breaking colonial shackles and 
achieving independence, both by directly challenging world-spanning modern empires, capable of 
more repression than ever before seen, and by re-defining their ideologies, cultures, and histories as 
distinct from a supposedly “universal” Western modernity. In the second half, it will study the 
often-fraught process of navigating decolonization and the challenges that face Asia in a world still 
very much dominated by Western interests. In so doing, students will come to understand the 
contemporary world as still very much caught up in this struggle and its legacies, as well as the 
politics, economies, societies, cultures, and ideologies of Asia today. 
 

II. Learning Goals 
By the end of the semester, students in this class will be able to: 

1. Examine the ways that the struggle against Western imperialism shape the Asia (and the 
world) of today 

2. Understand the societies, cultures, and ideologies of modern Asia and how they were 
influenced by the process of achieving independence 

3. Learn critical thinking skills; recognize that past and present events are interpreted and learn 
how to critically evaluate different viewpoints on those events 

4. Construct a scholarly argument and defend it using evidence, both in written and oral form 
5. Express oneself clearly, articulately, and correctly in written and oral work 
6. Efficiently negotiate the demands of college-level reading and writing 

 

III. Required Texts 
NO TEXTBOOK REQUIRED. All weekly readings for our class will be posted to the “Modules” 
tab on our Canvas site. These will be noted in the Course Schedule below. 
 

IV. Grading 
All grades are based on the following scale:  

94-100 A  90-93 A- 87-89 B+ 84-86 B 80-83 B- 77-79 C+ 
74-76 C  70-73 C-  67-69 D+  64-66 D  60-63 D-  >59 F 

 

V. Course Requirements 
• Attendance & Participation: 25% 
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• Conversation Board: 25% 

• Discussion Leader: 5% 

• Two Response Papers: 20% 

• Final Paper: 25% 
 
Attendance & Participation (25%): Attendance is mandatory, but each student will have a total of 
THREE absences available WITHOUT an excuse or a penalty to their grade. Please use these three 
absences for sickness, doctor’s appointments, mental-health days, social life, etc.; they are yours to 
use and there’s no need to send me an e-mail to let me know. In exchange for these three free days, 
there will be no further excused absences (except under extreme circumstances) so use them wisely. 
Each additional absence beyond three will lower your participation grade by 10%. The other half of 
this grade is for class discussion. Discussion sections will feature heavily in this course. This 
participation half of the grade will be determined by your level of engagement with the course 
materials (for example, if you speak well and substantively, you will get an “A”; if you don’t speak 
much or are shy in public settings, make sure your discussion posts are spectacular and demonstrate 
a critical engagement with the readings and you can still get an “A”; if you speak little and your 
discussion board contributions are passable, you will get a “B”; total or partial disengagement is 
what will merit a "C" or below). 
 
Conversation Board (25%): In most weeks, students will complete a conversation board post (for 
a total of 8 posts). For each post, students will respond to conversation prompts in no less than two 
paragraphs (roughly 400-500 words), critically analyzing and providing their critical interpretation of 
the assigned readings for that week. However, this will not be a regular discussion board, but a 
conversation board. A conversation board works as follows: students will be split into groups and 
each group will have a rotating leader each week. The leader will respond most directly to the 
prompt, and on the following day, the other students in each group will respond to and build on the 
leader’s response. Leader posts will generally be due on Tuesdays; respondents on Wednesdays. 
 
Discussion Leader (5%): During Week 1, each group (the same groups as the Conversation 
Boards) will be assigned one of our student-led in-class discussions throughout the semester. The 
dates and topics of discussions are listed in the course schedule below. When serving as discussion 
leader, your group will be responsible for coming up with questions about the readings in advance of 
the class meeting and for guiding the discussion through these questions. Each group will should 
convene before or during the week they will be leading discussion to go over the readings and come 
up with questions for in-class discussion. Discussions will generally last for roughly 60 minutes. 
 
Two Response Papers (20%): During the course of the semester, there will be TWO (2) response 
papers that correspond to the two halves of the course. The first will be due in Week 8 on Thursday, 
March 10 at 11:59 PM ET and the second will be due in Week 13 on Thursday, April 14 at 11:59 
PM ET. Response papers will be five double-spaced pages that address the process of anti-
colonialism (first paper) or decolonization (second paper) in a region of your choice, answering 
particular prompts that demonstrate mastery of the region. Therefore, the response papers will not 
only test your knowledge of the assigned readings, but also your comprehension of the course 
materials and lectures as a whole. 
 
Final Paper (25%): There is no final exam for this course. Instead each student will each write a 
final paper. The final paper for this course will explore and present a concise historical 
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context/background to a contemporary issue in any country in Asia of your choice today. It will 
involve choosing a current event, researching historical context/background using the course 
materials, lectures, and at least 5 other peer-reviewed sources (preferably from a historian). The 
current issue could be any problem in the chosen country that has been relevant in the last twelve 
years (since 2010), but it must be something that could be tied back to colonialism and 
decolonization. The paper will be a total of 8-15 pages, double-spaced. We will discuss the paper 
structure/format in detail, including picking a country and how to find sources, during Week 8 on 
Tuesday, March 8. Final papers will be due on Canvas on Sunday, May 8 by 11:59 PM. I will not 
grant an extension 48 hours before the essay is due unless there is a medical or family emergency. 
There are also three “scaffolding” assignments to ensure students are working on the final paper 
during the semester: 

• Final Paper Hypothesis: Students will submit a hypothesis statement in which they pick their 
country and list at least 3 scholarly sources in an annotated bibliography due in Week 9 on 
Thursday, March 17 at 11:59 PM 

• Final Paper Draft: Students will submit a 3-page, double-spaced draft of their final paper on 
Canvas and to their Conversation Board groups during Week 14 on Thursday, April 21 at 
11:59 PM. 

• Final Paper Peer Review: Students will review their group’s papers and write a brief peer 
review, praising what works and making suggestions for improvement. The Peer Review will 
be due to peers and uploaded to Canvas in Week 15 on Thursday April 28 at 11:59 PM. 

 

VI. In-Person Classroom Health and Safety Policy 
When physically in person and indoors for this course, you'll be responsible for wearing a mask that 

covers your mouth and nose. Cloth masks are no longer acceptable. You must wear a disposable 3-

ply or high quality KN95 mask. It is imperative that we work together as a community to uphold 
these standards to help mitigate the risk of spreading the virus. Failure to do so may result in a 
referral to the Dean of Student Affairs Office. For more information about expectations for the 
Spring semester, please review COVID Guidelines here. 
 

VII. Mental Health Support 
As a student, there may be times when personal stressors or emotional difficulties interfere with 
your academic performance or well-being. The Counseling and Mental Health Service (CMHS) 
provides confidential consultation, brief counseling, and urgent care at no cost for all Tufts 
undergraduates as well as for graduate students who have paid the student health fee. To make an 
appointment, call 617-627-3360. Please visit the CMHS website: http://go.tufts.edu/Counseling 
to learn more about their services and resources. 
 

VIII. Academic Support at the StAAR Center 
The StAAR Center (formerly the Academic Resource Center and Student Accessibility Services) 
offers a variety of resources to all students (both undergraduate and graduate) in the Schools of Arts 
and Science, Engineering, the SMFA and Fletcher; services are free to all enrolled students. Students 
may make an appointment to work on any writing-related project or assignment, attend subject 
tutoring in a variety of disciplines, or meet with an academic coach to hone fundamental academic 
skills like time management or overcoming procrastination. Students can make an appointment for 
any of these services by visiting go.tufts.edu/StAARCenter. 
 

https://coronavirus.tufts.edu/return-to-campus/undergraduate
http://go.tufts.edu/Counseling
https://students.tufts.edu/staar-center
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IX. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Tufts University values the diversity of our students, staff, and faculty and recognizes the important 
contribution each student makes to our unique community. Tufts is committed to providing equal 
access and support to all qualified students through the provision of reasonable accommodations so 
that each student may fully participate in the Tufts experience. If you have a disability that requires 
reasonable accommodations, please contact the StAAR Center (formerly Student Accessibility 
Services) at StaarCenter@tufts.edu or 617-627-4539 to make an appointment with an accessibility 
representative to determine appropriate accommodations. Please be aware that accommodations 
cannot be enacted retroactively, making timeliness a critical aspect for their provision. 
 

X. Policy on Sharing 
This course is designed for everyone to feel comfortable participating in discussion, asking 
questions, learning, and facilitating the learning of others.  In order for that atmosphere to be 
maintained, the recordings of our conversations will only be shared with the enrolled students in the 
class (not posted publicly) and it is prohibited for any of us who have access to the video to share it 
outside the course.  Similarly, I have specifically designed the syllabus, exams, handouts, and lectures 
for the people who are enrolled in the course this term and those may not be shared outside this 
course. It is against Tufts policy for anyone to share any content made available in this course 
including course syllabi, reading materials, problems sets, videos, handouts, and exams, with anyone 
outside of the course without the express permission of the instructor. This especially includes any 
posting or sharing of videos or other recordings on publicly accessible websites or forums.  Any 
such sharing or posting could violate copyright law or law that protects the privacy of student 
educational records. 
 

XI. Academic Integrity 
Tufts holds its students strictly accountable for adherence to academic integrity. The consequences 
for violations can be severe. It is critical that you understand the requirements of ethical behavior 
and academic work as described in Tufts’ Academic Integrity handbook. If you ever have a question 
about the expectations concerning a particular assignment or project in this course, be sure to ask 
me for clarification. The Faculty of the School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Engineering 
are required to report suspected cases of academic integrity violations to the Dean of Student Affairs 
Office. If I suspect that you have cheated or plagiarized in this class, I must report the situation to 
the dean. 
 

XII. Late Work Policy 
All assignments are due in class as noted in the Course Schedule. Except for emergencies, for every 
day that your assignment is late, one half-letter grade will be deducted (i.e., a B paper will receive a 
B- on the first day late, and a C+ on the second day late). 
 

XIII. Communication 
I encourage students to contact me at any time by email and/or by attending office hours. If you 
cannot make my office hours, please email me and we can set up an appointment to talk! Please 
check Canvas and your syllabus first before contacting me about scheduling, reading assignments, 
or other course-related questions since much of that information is already available to you. I make 
every effort to respond promptly to questions, but please allow up to 24 hours for an email response 
(or if on a weekend, until Monday). 
 

mailto:StaarCenter@tufts.edu
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XIV. Course Schedule 
WEEK ONE: Welcome 

 
Thursday, January 20 

Discussion: Syllabus/Introductions 
 

WEEK TWO: The Great Divergence 
Readings: Streets-Salter and Getz/Convention of Balta Liman 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 1, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, January 26 at 11:59 PM 

 
Tuesday, January 25 

Lecture: The Imperialism of Free Trade 
 
Thursday, January 27 

Discussion: The Imperialism of Free Trade 
 

WEEK THREE: European Domination and Anti-Westernism in Asia 
Readings: Aydin/Lake and Reynolds 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 2, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, February 2 at 11:59 PM 

 
Tuesday, February 1 

Lecture: New Imperialism and Race 
 
Thursday, February 3 

Discussion: Rise of Anti-Westernism in Asia 
 

WEEK FOUR: Anti-Colonialism in the Middle East 
Readings: Manela/Haj 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 3, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, February 9 at 11:59 PM 

 
Tuesday, February 8 

Lecture: Anti-Colonialism in the Middle East 
 
Thursday, February 10 

Discussion: Islamic Modernity in Egypt 
 

WEEK FIVE: Anti-Colonialism in South Asia 
Readings: Bose & Jalal, Ch. 13 and 14/Gandhi 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 4, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, February 16 at 11:59 PM 

 
Tuesday, February 15 

Lecture: Anti-Colonialism in South Asia 
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Thursday, February 17 

Discussion: Divide-and-Rule? 
 

WEEK SIX: Anti-Colonialism in Southeast Asia 
Readings: Bowser 

 
Tuesday, February 22 

Lecture & Discussion: Anti-Colonialism in Southeast Asia 
 
Thursday, February 24: NO CLASS, Substitute for Monday’s Schedule 

 
WEEK SEVEN: Anti-Colonialism in East Asia 

Readings: Manela/Kim 
Assignments: Conversation Board Post 5, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 

due Wednesday, March 2 at 11:59 PM 
 
Tuesday, March 1 

Lecture: Anti-Colonialism in East Asia 
 

Thursday, March 3 

Discussion: Pan-Asianism? 
 

WEEK EIGHT: World War II in Asia 
Readings: Yellen/Ba Maw 

Assignments: Response Paper 1 due Thursday, March 10 at 11:59 PM 
 
Tuesday, March 8 

Workshop: Final Paper Prompt (10 minutes) 
Lecture: World War II in Asia 

 
Thursday, March 10 

Discussion: Anti-Colonial Complexities of the Asia-Pacific War 
 

WEEK NINE: Decolonization in South Asia 
Readings: Bose & Jalal, Ch. 16/Nehru/Sidhwa 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 6, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, March 16 at 11:59 PM/Final Paper Hypothesis due Thursday, March 17 at 11:59 

PM 
 
Tuesday, March 15 

Lecture: Decolonization in South Asia 
 
Thursday, March 17 

Discussion: Partition and the Hindu-Muslim Conflict 
  

WEEK TEN: Spring Break 
 
Tuesday, March 22: NO CLASS, Spring Break 
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Thursday, March 24: NO CLASS, Spring Break 
 

WEEK ELEVEN: Decolonization in East Asia 
Readings: Mao/Li/Brown 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 7, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, March 30 at 11:59 PM 

 
Tuesday, March 29 

Lecture: Decolonization in East Asia 
 
Thursday, March 31 

Discussion: Maoism 
 

WEEK TWELVE: Decolonization in Southeast Asia 
Readings: Bevins/Ho Chi Minh/Armstrong 

Assignments: Conversation Board Post 8, Leader post due Tuesday at 11:59 PM and Respondents 
due Wednesday, April 6 at 11:59 PM 

 
Tuesday, April 5 

Lecture: Decolonization in Southeast Asia 
 
Thursday, April 7 

Discussion: On Containment 
 

WEEK THIRTEEN: Decolonization in the Middle East, Part I 
Readings: McAlexander/Kinzer/Nasser/Global News 

Assignments: Response Paper 2 due Thursday, April 14 at 11:59 PM 
 
Tuesday, April 12 

Lecture: Decolonization in the Middle East 
 
Thursday, April 14 

Discussion: A Decolonized Middle East? 
 

WEEK FOURTEEN: Decolonization in the Middle East, Part II 
Readings: Redd/Britannica 

Assignments: Final Paper Draft (3 pages) due on Thursday, April 21 at 11:59 PM 
 
Tuesday, April 19 

Lecture & Discussion: Israel and Palestine 
 
Thursday, April 21 

In-Class Film: Ari Folman, Waltz with Bashir (2008) 
 

WEEK FIFTEEN: Asia and the World Since 2001 
Readings: Stewart/Gordon 

Assignments: Final Paper Peer Review due on Thursday, April 28 at 11:59 PM 
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Tuesday, April 26 

Discussion: Waltz with Bashir 
Lecture: Asia and the World Since 2001 

 
Thursday, April 28 

Discussion: “The Great Game” in the 21st Century 
 

FINALS WEEK 
 
Course Evaluation due Sunday, May 8 at 11:59 PM ET 
 
Final Paper due Sunday, May 8 at 11:59 PM ET 


